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THE TIMES-DISPATCH and Dreakfnat
are served together with unfolling regu-
: larity In the Best Homea of Richmond,
! Is» your morning program completef

Tho Governor's Appeal for Belgium
OVERNOR STUART'S decision to issue
a proclamation urging the people of Vir-
ginla to make contributions of money, food
- and clothing for the relief of the destitute
inhabitants of war-ravaged Belgium will meet
public approval, and ought to assure a gener-

CRICAEO. . vivvvevenensnsssPeople’s Gas Buikilog |

be further granted that, 8t least Ly com-|

parison, the French, the Britlsh and, oti
course, the #» Russians were sunk In the
slough of inefliclency. After three months
of war, however, the German forces find

| themselvgs shorn of the invincibllity with |
which they started, and In such position that:
it is at least an even probability that they |
will soon find themselves fighting the in: i
efticlent zilies on German soll. i

of German military efliciency, which probs

SONGS AND SAWS

The Old-I"ushioned Doctor,

He's passed,
doctor man,

Thoat we knédw.in the long

ngo,
Whose tonder minlstrations
1an
Through all life's troubled
- ebb and tlow,
ﬁc smilod benignly

when

So much for the absolute invulneruhllﬁ

ably comes as near beipg: perfect as -any-
thing can, which js un enurmous dlstance
from perfection. So also s the chimera
called business efficiency. The French and
.the English do their milltary work, as they
(do their other work, in their own way, and
contrive to do rather well, without clothing
themselves with the garment of formal
quips and tricks which are about all there
is to efficiency, which does not result from
the use of one's own capacity for learning
and doing.

I The effort to make men efficient machines
must fail, because they have brains and emo- |
!liuns. and their own bodies are far (rom he-
ing eflicient, although they perform miracles |
!svhich a machine cannot. The inevitabie |
| goal of efficlency is to make men machines,
although the mearer they approach that state !
the more inefficient they must be, for the one |
Godlike quulity a hunian beingz has Is his
braing, while efliciency rules hiave no other
object, in a large sense, than to obviate the
necessity of thinking.

This i8 not to say that instruction is not
necessary or that an open mind and a will-
ingness to adopt better melnods are not. es-
sentinl factors in a happy and useful life.
But it is meant Lo convey thal no set of rules
imposed from without can do much more;
than reduce a man to as near the level of
a michine as his brain and temperament will
permit. 1t is far from being n compliment
to the German army, but rather an indica-
tion of conselous or unconscious abhorrence,
that fn this country it is almost invariably
spoken of and thought of as & machine.

Will Richmond Get a New PPost-Oflice?
T WILL be a serious misfortune to Rich-

+« ous public response. .

2 i : st e mond if the government and the owners

lue per(ectllylt;ue;o::lt;i::sn‘l:;e&:!:._%::;[llﬁ.': (ol the property it has been planned to pur-

s f'manc': l‘lrjip country will cause want i chuse for the ercetion of a post-office annex
:ﬁsn:flll'?;rt?zrgmiunth:saclty and State, and that | are “““".l“ L0/ agree m:] 1“ ";‘ce'l 1lulm(‘“1;IaE|
: t by Lhe gifts of the dppears rather improbable, the bill making

';hh ne’-‘;}mt:tlém hl:ﬁ_ I{:l";rgjnjﬂ and Richmond | an appropriation for this purpose permits the
t}':::zaaf:; ungu;sh comparable with that of the | use of the money for the acquisition of some
unhappy Belgians. They are a whole people FUUI}’I’_ lﬂ]ﬂce of r;rm'lll:ll‘ il e |
without a:home. Thousands—hundreds of | This latter point does no sppeanstoshave|
thousands—are without the common necessi- been determined g ﬁnn!l.\'.“ C'onlp,rr.-aﬁfnnn

tles of life. Modern history records no |Montague, who drew the bill, says his recol-
' such distress | lection of iis terms 4s that L does not
DAl oL ne e 3 authorize such a diversion. There is a clause |
Virginia knows what it means to be thefin the measure which undoubtedly gives the
] battle ground of contending armles, but Vir- Secretary of the Treasury the right not to:
.0 ginla, herself, in the time of her greatest . ., "o [\irehase of the site designated. if
angulsh, could not show such sears as Belgium o " 0, appear that some other situation is

wears to-day. ‘more advantageous, but that this means that

st T the other and more advantageous situation

The Next Cure, Please! may be acquired with this special fund is at

VER since the white plague has mada | best exceedingly doubtful.

itself & mosl important target of sclen- 1f the declarations of the parties at interest

J tifie inquiry, cures have been proposed and [may be taken to he .:uncl:lsive. there is no
abandoned, projected and exposed, until the i¢hance of an agreement as to the lot at
natural state of mind among men is to doubt " Eleventh and Main Streets. Tho approprin-l

every one offered. So that it is not unlikely t tion is 3$450,000, and the owners of the
that when the real cure comes it will have property are demanding $612,000, The |

to go through a perlod of skepticlsm and | chasm that here yawns is roo broad, appar-
denunciation and establish itself upon the |ently, wi be bridged by negotlation and

3 ] vertible evidence. | compromise. 3
' —\- ﬁol}‘?legr?n‘izsdt o‘f.cl:rc;?t::)) make Its bow and It will be hoped that eareful consideration |
retire from the stage {s the Frledmann cure, | of the terms of the appropriation bill will

which came into New York a year ago, ac-|develop that the money may be used some-
clalmed by the press, boosted to the skies by where else. Rif.-'llmﬂlld urger tly requires
advance agents, accepted by many of the ndditional postal facilities, largely because of

eager and denounced without investigation the demands the government system of hand-

by the ultraconservative. Now, after a year ling the parcel post business makes on the

of testing and probing, the United States post-ofice here. [t '1111: site ror the annex Is

\ fiod Public Health Service puts {ts final “N. G.” | nol obtainable, it is highly desirable that

\ on the Friedmann method, which happens to
have been forgotten after the Nrat doubts
were expressed.

But does the average reader rememhbor
how eagerly victims of tuberculosis pounced
upon the Friedmann cure as their one great
hope, and how that visiting discoverer was
besieged by applicants for treatments from
all parts of the country? The first doubt was

raised by Friedmann's desire to make some

money out of his discovery—a not wholly
ignoble, if unethiecal, ambition-——and from

that moment he began to decline as swiftly

us he had risen to national interest.

== =

An Aerinl Leviathan

EPPELIN, the unconquerable, who has
lost more money and lives in one series
of airships than any one _\yﬂ'_l'; a keart dares
to count, seems lo be the sort of a man
who will stop at nothing short of the utmost
achievement. Aside from n regret that he
must devote his energies and money, his
talent and stability of purpose Lo warfare,
he looms as one of the higgest men in the
scleptifie world just now.
Al Friedrichshafen he is building
largest Zeppelln on record, which will earry

sgeveral pleces of artillery and a magazine,
and will have an unprecedented steaming
radius, It will be the leviathan of the air,

as the great liners came into the history of
navigation as monsters of the deep. 1L will
carry more men than any pther Zeppelin ever
built, and will be capable of more destruction.
A sister ship is being constructed along the

" same lines, and six other Zeppeling are
going ahead in the hangars at Dusseldorf,
Potsdam and Hamburg.

It will be & monster ship—the levinthan ot
the air—and yet what does all this mean?
It means merely that Zeppelin is piling onto
the sum total of human knowledge and in-
vention, striving for the maximum capacity,
at which comes the breaking point, Bearing
in mind the end of the Titanie, is it not
possible that this monster Zeppehin's first trip
may be one of tragedy to itself, and thus
the \'Enlty of man's ambitions he 1'1‘u€‘_‘11_v

emphasized?
[=-— =% T =
. EMciency Has Boumls
3 E do not hear as much now about the
} ability of men to add cubits to their

stature and thousands fo thelr income by

adopting the rules and regulations of the

efliciency apostled. Not s0 long ago men

were trying to dehwy nize.thelr business and

devitalize their lives, in the hope that the

elixir of efficiency would make them super-

men. It is possible that the theory of ef-

ficieney will be still let * heard of for many

) years to come, because of ‘what has hap-

' pened to the German army, which was re-

puted to be the supereflicient product of ihe
consciously efficient German Lree,

Let It be granted that the Germans had

# marvelovs milltary -organizution,

was prepared for everything and had over-

looked nothing that could lead (o suceess,

even to gewing on two sets of butions at

the backs of their soldiers'.trousers, so that

thelr shoulders would not be chafed. Let It
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ground should be acquired in some con-
venienl situation on which a new post-office |
building may he erceted,

Unless this ground is purchased with the
'appropriation already made, it is but too
"Hkely, as Mr. Montague said in The "Times-
Dispateh the other day, that Richmond will
have to wait. The next Congress, consider-
ing the war situation and the presidential
election thav will impend, will be a Congress
jof rigid economies. Appropriatinos of $450,-
1000 for publie building sites wlli bd few and
| fur between,

1 I'ne Completeness of the War
IT I5 s well that no detail of horror is|
| lacking in the prasent zreat war., Other-|

wise some of the legend ol the grandeur of |
armed conflict might continue to poison the
minds of the present generation, whieh lhad
only known by hearsidy what such contliet |
actunlly is, - 3

Cities have been destroyed, an entire people |
despoiled, thousands have been killad, utroci- |
ties have been alleged, and all the dreadful |
reality of war on the great scale huas been
laid bare, A eynic might say that it is the '
property wiste that has made the deepest
impression, because everybody knows and
covets wealth, whereas very few have ever
seen o live gnan lurned into a corpse, and |
o the report that o thousand or more men
have been killed does not convey a conerete
imnge. |

In the last iwo weeks the destruction of |

I valuable property, its ulter waste, has been !
wade pecnlint® Inanifest through the netivi-
ties of the vlusive German warships. Within !
the tirst month of hostilities the British navy
had wiped the German merchant marine off |
the face of the seas, not by sinking the ships, |
it by capturing them and taking them into |
British ports, there to be sold as prizes. This
made little impression, hecause there was no
actual destruetion, no waste,  When the war
is over these ships will onece morce perform
the function for which they were built,  But
the Germuns, who have no ports into whieh
they could take their eaptures, must perforen |
(#ink them as their only means of inflicting
tdamage on the enemy. So splendid modern |
'steumships, lnden with cargoes of commodi- |
illl’.‘ﬁ that the world needs, have been sent to
the bottom of the sea, where they will do
|_1-:0ml-ll> nobody, not even to those that sent
‘them there because they had nowhere else |
to send them,

Thig is an aspeet of war thal even peoplo
| who have never seen a dead man can fully
‘understand, and the lesson will probably not
| b lost on this generation of Amerleans, who
(live in a time in which goods and chattels
Cheve aosacredness all their own,

|
|
|

Il there esver was a thinly disguised bless-
ping it was the rain that fell on Sunday even-
jing. It gave the visiting doctors an oppaor- |
Ltunity to form a betier opinion of Itlclmmm!}
streets. |

Hichmond Tolks who have neglected the
Mayor's admonition to ¢lean up thelr cellars
and get their furnnces ready for action have
heen reminded by the cold snap that it is
time to do business.

|

Tl ( — we mado
Our premier ontrance on life's-Slage,
And wept with loved ones when we paid
The debt that's due by youth and age:
And In the intervening space,
When we were plagued by divers llls,
He'd diagnose, with eare, our casoe
And then prescribe us blue-muss pllls.

Ho had o most imposing mien,

This dear old-fashloned doctor man,
The things that he had read and seen

Could rcarce be learned In mortal span.
The very spectacleg_he wore

Portentous wisdom seemed to shed:
We knew the unclents' heallng lore

Was packed to bursting In his head.
He seorned all upstart theorles, :

Though he was dexth on fits and chills,
And aull the modorn therapies, s

e'd gladly swap for bYlue-mass pllls.

Ah! dear old-fashioned doctor man!
Perhaps your ways were not the l\tf:it.
But ne'er n heart was KkKindeyr than
The one beneath your dog-skin vest.
You never vexed your mind at all
With serum, protoplasin, germ,
ne'er - oeeurred to you to call
For help to prop your skill infirm,
His head the modern doctor shnkea
O'er means you used to cure our ills,
But he, too, buries his mistnkes—
Like »ou. who gave us bluc-uf@ss pills.

It

The Pesaximist Snya:
JHeep out of the way of the man who has a

scheme  for  curlng  the country's  finmncial
i lroubles,  He probably plang toe make n swift
touch, . .

¥ollowing Precedent.
Grubbs—I see that England has banned Ger-
man musicians, v
Stubbs—That's nothing new. We tled o can
to “dot leedle Sherman band” in this country
Vears ago,

Unkind.
He—When are you go.ng to marry me?
She—Let's select a day in Lent. 1 haven't been
able (o deelde on any other form of ponnneo.
Troublen, ~
We have small interest in the waes
OFf which our pain-wracked frlends will tell ugs,
In faet, i we should truth disclose,
Their troubles makae us slightly ,ealous.
What we all want's au chance to show

, How we are simply crushed with woe,

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

“The grip will be the most cominon allment
among the warrlng armies of Europe just as
soon as winter sets in right,” says the Peters-
burg Index-Appeal. The slgn und the pase-

 word, however, will remain In vogue,

“They will be plowing up eannonballs in
Belglum for the next fifty years,” ls the snd
commentary of the Norfoll, Ledger-Dispatel.
A striklng fllustratlon—and to the point—of
what ‘the plow shares in war.

On the eve of electlon ‘day the abservunt Cov-
ington Virginlan thus encournged a Democratle
candidate: ‘We rote in the White Sulphur Sen-
tinel where a Dr. Gory Hogg |s running for
some ollice in Greenbrier County on the Demo-
critie ticket. Three squeals for Gory. Let us
hope he doesn’t get cut up In the Republican
snusnge machine The returns showed the
candidale wallowing in victory.

The Big Stone Gap Post cdltorinlly records
the event: "Ralph King came down from

| Dump's Creek last week aild spent several days

here, the guest of Blalne MeCorkle., It will be
remembered that Ralph pluyved second base for
the Big Stone team in the coal fields durlng the
carly part of the summer, and he was sald to
be Lhe best second sacker In Lhe league.” Kings
aye less popular than over in this country since

they began making a rough-house of ]::'un:il‘u::I

but Ralph seems to nave =zcored simultaneously
i home run and a hit,

“It took Congress a long tinte Lo suyv good-
by 1o Washington,” eays the Ronceverte Times.

But It was George AL Colan who wrole the
song, “Always Leave Them Laughing When
You Say Good-by."

Editor Ryland, of the Southside Hentinel,
whose newspaper carrlos Lthe motto, “Pluck,
Perseverance and Progress,' is eager to put his
community in cloger touch with Richmond. He

writes: .
“The population of Richmond city Increased

20000 souls in i slngle night thie week, com-: |
pulsory education was adopted there ut the m)”s.[brlnu. and nlso become accustomed to recelving

Inereased her subgeription to the cotton loan
fund to 624,000, sent twenty large boxes filled
with Christmas toys to Belglan orphans, and did
other goml things too numerous to mention, Now
iet her complete the radlroad to Urbanna, and
in this wiay annex some 20,000 to 40,000 more
gond people”

The fact statéd, that they are all “good pro-
ple” is especinlly alluring. On to Urbanna!

Current Editorial Comment

The experience of a jeweler
who was taken In by a brace of

My
Frauds | gwindlers operating ag wae tofus

That Follow

wued and o block of tin masque-

the War rading ax plutinum i= no doubt
but the tirst of o long line ot

dupes, The roined business man, the havghty
arlstocrat fallen on evil tlmes, the impover-
Ished wilow and the demonetlxed heiress win

hecome numerous ns the bivds of prey wokeo up
to thelr opportundtiss, The bnpostors will have
remnants of stochks of plausible jewelrs, lnces
that 1nok antlque to untralned eves, armor that
might have been worn In old chivalrie dayvs bt
waun't, plctures with the dust of the Renals-

jsunce enrefully rubbed Into the wet paint, and

i thounsand other priceless trensures of fakery,
All will be golng at bargnin prices not excoeed-
Ing 1ifty times their veal valne and each objeet
wWill be rendered nore precious by the thrilling
fabile that will aceount for its seapog rrom Lho
debacle of some Belghin or Pollsh or Gallic or
Galicinn mart or manor house,  Bven the SWik~
gering looter will turn up trying to reallze on
Lis booty and begging secrecy on the part of
his vietim, The swindlers will be of all nation-
alitfes, with !winitd variety of temptatlon for
gulls amd ingenions yurna to mect all doubis,
People with long purses, short knowledge and
fetietie guplrations, pleage thke notlee.—Noew
York Sun.

Another Hritish general, vet-
cran of many eampaigns, wias re-
ported to huve died at his home
yesterday,  Shnee the opening ot
the conllidt almost a dozen old
warriors of hlgh rank i army
or navy, too old for active service, have passed
awny. Nobt Lo live to see the end of thlg war!
How these men, who Iin many cllmes upheld the
glory of British arme, omust have pored ovep
the aceounts of thefr successors in the teld.
e can visunlize (them straining nt the ehains
of Ineapacity, pijing to join the (ray, or, (ol
willing,, to lve out-their days until firing shovl
cese dand the map of the world bé made over,
Perhaps it hag heon the pounding of thelr hiearts,
the stirring of thelr aged blood, which proved
too much for thelr feeble shells. These are
great days; days of which we all shall tell to
those who come after us. But before the out-
burst of t'ls catastrophe they weroe ‘great. Tt
has been the privilege of the present generation
to watch the evolutlon of just and honest gov.

Missing
the End ofr
the Struggle,

the kind ot

——— -—

downeast If It be glven to v, to these vet-
erans, unly to oo the opening skirmishes. For
the world Is alwaya In process of making. It
never Is tinlshed.—Kansas City Times. !

rungement of soclety., And wkm'n not to be

Al oft-told tale Is told ogain

in the current proceedings against

G]l;llll;‘lo two sellers of “editlons de luxe"
00! to confliding: colloctors of bookn.
Collectors  7The methods rovealed are not in

the leust novel; thoy have been
exposad scores of times; but they scem to work
Just as well as evar. Tho volumes thus unloaded
on the victime ut ten times thelr real value
were not “rare” or “unusuul’’ and better sets
+ éould have been obtalned from any boolkseller.
Why any human being with bralns should rccept
unguestionubly the falsehoods of unaceredited
reddlers of lterary green goods, and pay out
huge sums for trash tp these creatures, Instead
Ior golng to booksellers of estubllshed reputa-
* tlons, 1s bne of those odd psychologjo phenomena
i which even Professor Munsterberg would find
it difficult Lo explaln. ‘These bookbuyers are
gulls de luxe.—Phlladelphin Publlec Ledger.

War News Fifty Years Agp

(From the Rléhmond Dispatch, Nov. 10, 1864.

Again we have to peport nothing  dolng on
the lines elther at Polersburg or on the north
slde of the James. It is true that the mud
In both gectlons is deep and the roads lm-
passable, but It is the opinlon of milltary experts
that a general cngagement eannot boe delaved
much longer, although Lhere nre others who
say that there will be no more flghting of
consequence this winter. 7]

President Davis's message to the Confederate
Congress glves o good deal of space, and In-
dleercetly so, to o discusslpn of Lthe questlion of
the advisability of conseripting negroes for
military service in the Confederate armley. The
President advises Congress to take the matter
under gerious conslderation, but it Is doubtful
If that body will even conslder i,

Governor Smith, of \'Ir{lnla. vesterday sub-
mitted to the Confederate Congress a full report
of the proceedings of the conventlon of Gove
ernors recently held in Augusta, Ga,

Hon. A. H. Garland, of Arkansas, yestorday
toolk his sent as a Confedernie States Seualor to
alcceed the Hon. C. B, Mitchell, deceased.

The voluminous report! of the Hecretlary of the
Troasury of the Confederate States was yestoer-
day submlittéd to both houses of Congress, and
ordered printed for future conslderation. It
|shows a bad condition of natlonal fnancee.

| In the House yesterday Mr. Handy, of Arkan-
| sus, offerad a resolution, which was passed,
'demanding Informntion from President Daviw If
he has made any appointments under the act of
the lnst Congress providing for the appolntment
and organization of a_general staff for the Con-
federate armles In the field, and If not, why not?

The Federals have defeated the small Con-
federate force holding the town of Milton, Fla.
and after capturing the town they hurned It
the ground, that ls, pretty much everything in
it, Inecluding the Confederate salt works that
were belng operated there.

The report comes through the late Northern
papers that the town of Leavenworth, Ind., has
been ocapturod and burned by Confederate
raiders,

Brigadler-General John K. Jackson has been
asslgned to the command of the new military

subdlstriet of Georgla with headquurters at
Savannah.
The city markets ave now better supplied

with country produce than they have been In
geveral monihs, but prices on all commodities
cointinue very high, In fact, beyond the reach ot
any oexcept the very rich.

The Voice of the People

Thanks from the V. W. C. A.

To the Editor of The Tlimes-Dispatch:
Sir,—The board of directors of the Y. W. C. A.
wish to expiees thelr appreclation for the co-
operation and assistunce glven thelr work hy
the gensrous space devoted to Il In the columns
of The Times-Dispatch. The Y. W. C. A. is
(dolng a grand work and benefiting all classes
lor women and girls In the eclty., Aguin thanking
MRE., W, B. NEWELL, .
For Board of Directors.
Iichmond, November 7, 1014,

Wants Conductora (o Call Streets.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispaten:

Sir,—Ilaving recently moved to Richmond and
clocated in the West End, where it is necessnry
Lo take the street cars In golng to my home
|f1'om downtown, or from the statlong, 1 have
{found It one of the greatest inconveniences In
being earried by my corner on account of car
conductors not ealling the streets, If ig allright
!In the daytime, for 1 huve learned severul slgns

o go by—a school bullding on Maln Street
and n Flgn on Broad tell me when to ring the
{ bell. But at night It is just a matter of making
a gues: and trusting to luek.

| Out of about a dozen trips, 1 should gay, 1 hava
[ hit the right stop once. and of the same number
jof trips I shoulid say that the conductor made
“a practice of ecalling thy etreet in about three
jcases. (In two instances he might. have sald
i"h’.aznmilcl{s," and have been just us intel-
ligible.)

| Probably arter T live in Richmond long enough
I may get to Know my corner “sorter” by In-

‘i doulla handful of pennies for change wheu 1
| buy ear tickets znd do not happen to have the
exact guarter with me.

And I have cven been informed hat Rich-
mond's street car service was good!
| I A TRAVELING MAXN.
Dichmond, November 8§, 1914,

The Gther Shle In the Comhat,

To the Edlitor of The Times-Dlspitch:
Sir,—T notfee that you have a rather pPiartisan
dccount In your paper of this morning, pur-
porting to describe an encountor between A T,
Moore, general munuger of the Staunton News,
and Lhe wrlter. T do not object to Mr. Moore's
getting all the glory he can out of the skirmlah,
thut T do object to being ndvertised to my -Itich-
mond rriends s a physical eulturlst and as
attacking a smaller man than myself, even for
cause.  Surely I there is any difference in

welght T believe It Is the other way, and when |

the attack was made the object of |t was with
i friend, who took an active part in It, while 1
was alone, The only blood 5plit was not my
blood, and the only noticeable mark I bore wis
‘4 slight seratch, Nor was It over politienl die-
j ferences, nnd I staid old Staunton was par-
tleularly stirred by the Incident I mles my guees,

. 1. OPIE,
I Staunton, Va., November 7.

I The Bright Side of Life

! An Unusunl Man,

l‘ “He's an unusual man,”

“In, what way?" .

"I asked him how the Europenn wur
fout, and he sald he hadn't the
. Houston Post. -

{ is coming
slightest iden.”—

\ : Practical Answer,

+  Teéacher—>Now, if I paid one man $2 a day for

seven days, another $3.60 for ten days, and

another $4.75 for six days
Reddy Backrow (whose father belongs to the

union)—You'd have the durndest strike on your

hands you ever saw, teacher.—Puck.

\

Man's Chief Falling.
Talk to any man long enough and lie will
narrate some Instance when the doctors gavae
him up.—Atchlson Globe, A\

: Militariam,
Motto of militarists: In case of doubt, pull the
trigger.-—Life.

| Getling n Line ou 'EEm,
Dr. A—Why do you anlways make such par-
ticular Inquiries as to whut your patlents eat?
¢ Does that assist you in your dingnosls?
Dr. B.—Not at.all; but It enables mo to wgoar-
itnin their social “position and arrange my Tees
necordingly.—Topeka Journal, E

. The Gown Flis.
Allece—Does Maud's new gown fil her flgure?
Marle—It fits what she wants people to think
18 her. figure.~—Boator Transcript,

N\

ernment, the approach of a more equitable n'r-',

ANOTH

ER OF UNCLE'S BURDENS

Best Cartouns.

“Oue of the Day's

e T A L

From the Indlanapols News.

| CONTROL OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

The Natlonal Civie Federatlon h:ml
Just Iesued a report by President Seth
Low nnd Willlam H. Willcox upon the
proposed model bill drafted . by the
federntion's dopartinent on regulation
of publle utilities.

The drafting of thiz b))l Is the logl-
cal sequence of the work done by the
federation's comunission, which made
a report in 1907 on the comparative
merits of publlec and private operation
of municipal utilitics In this country
and England, That commission, the |
chalrinan of which was the late Mel-
ville ‘"B, Ingalls, and which wus :tum-l
poseid of advocates and oppunents of
municipal ownership and operation,
together with economists and dl.dn-]
terested students of the question, prac- ]
tieally agreed thut in (his country,
under the coaaditions of municipal pol-
Ltics, private operatfon would be pre-
ferable to public opcration, provided
that there were adeqdate regulation
to protect the people from cxtortion- |
nte ratea and Improper serviee, It |
' was aleo declared in that report “that
public utilitles from their nature tend
to becomeé and ought to be monopo-
lies; and that unregulated monopoly |
in so important a fleld is Impossible.’ !
It wns Lo study the question af what
creclituter  adequnte regulation falr
allke to thu Investor, the OpPeti L !
and the publie, that the department on
regulation of public utilities was op- |
ganized. d |

The executive councl! of nine under- |
took the work of preparlng a tenta- |
tive draft of & model DIIL It also col- |
locted and published ln a codified form |
all the laws enactod by the [Inited
States amnd by the severnl States of |
the Unlon for the regulation of pub- |
le atilities. |

The differences in regard (o the bill:
reflect the difference in the points of |
iview of those who make them.  The |
radicaly are Inclined to press regulu- |
tion to the lmit, even if 1t smakes (!
impossible to secure private ecapital
for'the comnstruction and conduet of |
publle utilitiés. In the minds of many
of them public ownership and opera-
i tlon loom up as not objectionnble ul- |
ternatives. Those who buve tu o
with the procuring of private eapital
for public utilities believa thut too
y much regulation will easliy make pri-
pvila capltnl unnvailabla, These. there.
 tore, lean towards limlting regulation
~ns inuch ns posslble. In thls eonserva-
rtive element thero are ngain  great
differences of opinlon, Some helleve |
in publle regulation and widh to make
it practicable and sueccessful. ~Qihers |
acecept It reluetantdy and are fearful |
of any limitation which may tm.nr:‘-.-re!
with established practices, |
+  The Nationanl Clvie Federation, it is
| stated, cannot pass Judgment on all,
the Issuee thue raised. It undertnmkes |
to present to the publlie as fully and !
as fairly as possible thg  different |
polnts of view which are invalved, be-
lHeving that it will make a valuable |
contriliution to the solution of the Im-|
portant problems in the regulatioh of |
publlc utilities. Tho bill itself 1y nov |
ofieially. Indorsed by the Nafllonnl
Clvle Federatimm, but s the product |
of the executive counell of the de- |
partment.

The model bill
arato measure,
' maln articles,

s a somawhat elab-
fdlvided Into eleven
Apnrt from the usunl
{ bul hinportant definitions, these nrti-

cles deal with the organization of o

publle serviee  commission, with the
i generul powers  of the commission,
i with the regulation of =todk and hond

Issues, with intercorporate relations,
Pwith rates, with adequuey of serviee,
| with the regulation of accounts and
reporis. with franchises, with proce-
dureé before the cominission nnd wich
; the énforeement of the aect, Thess !

several titles Indieate the comprehen-

'sive scope of the proposed messure,

i In concluding their report, Mesers,
Low and Willeox emphusize the fnet
that the isaue 18 between the public
ownership and operation of public util-
itles and the private ownership of such
utilities under proper regulation, They
hold that this question is not wholly
| and perhaps not primarily one of eco-
nomics, They say: ‘“Girave and far-
‘reaching socinl and politieal questiong
are iuevitably involved. The public !
ownership and operation of a public
utility here and there I8 n matter of |
comparative unimportance; but the
adoption of such a polley by a large’
awd populous State I8 a very different |
matler. For example, in San Fran- |
clgco a street railway system has been |
taken over by the publlc and is now |
publicly owned and operated. By con-'

of thé State clvll service law. The up-4
| plication of .this law to the men ur'n-i
ployed by Lhe private company when |
taken over resulted In the loss of their
places by many members of the local
union of street ear semmploves The ef-
fect upon the union was so serlons
that the American Federation of Labor
has sent a commisslon to Europe this
year to study particularly this aspect
of tha question. Without altempting !
to anticlpate the report of«hls com-;
misslon, It seems to lie upon the aur-
face that the clvil service systém und |
regulation of rates of pay by law are
tInconelstent with the methods and ob- |
Jects of collective bLargalning by or-|
ganlzed labor., In thle apparently ir-
reconcilable conflict, which system In
this country would be llkely to go by
the board, the civil service system or
that of collective bargaining? If the
¢lvil service system were to be broken
down, the country  would be in dan- |
ger of returning to the demoralizing
doectirine, ‘To the victors belong the

cright

Lig

‘1o he

cratlon of publle

| amount of
‘can, but It is faster, and the Stein-

sequence It comes under the operation | £

spolls, with the spolls multiplled eo
n¥ Lo Inelude every positlon necessi-
tited by the operation of the public
utilits, whatever it mny be. If It bo
Imagined that ecollective hargulning,
including the riglft to strike, may ba
permanently  enjoyed in connection
with the public service, any one who
thinks this should recall what hap-
npened in demoeratic France when thu
rallrond  «aployes of France went
upon n general strilke. The men were
ordered to the colors, nnd the strile
wWits bredcen,

“The attempt to earry out the meth-
ads of collective bargalning and the
of ntriking in connection with
the service of the public is the path-
way towards placing every publle em-
pleyvment upon a military bagls, for
the large public will not permunently
permit the public servants ¢ither te
cocrer Its judgment or to deprive |t
of public services which are usgential
to Ite well-being, These are some of
the social questions that are Involved

the generul acceptance of publlc
ownership and  operation as  distin-
guihed Lrom private owneérship and
operation.

“The political consequences of the
avceptance of public ownerrhip and
operation on a large seule are cortals
nat less vital, It was said by
gome one ut the tiime of the Houyes-
TiHAen controversy In connectlon with
the presidency, that, If the politicu!
patronage had been twlce as large as
it then happened to be, (t would have
been hmpossible 1o have escaped ¢lvi)
war. The publlc ownership and ape -
utilitles of all kinds,
i steam ralbronds are Included, would
add literally milbons of men and wom-
en te the publie pay rell. ir such a
polley fs adopted, it should he adopted
delliberately, und the object of thiy
memoranduin ie to polnt cut (hat sueh
aquestions as these fur oulwelgh, In
public mportance, the finanelal ques-
tlons that are Involved us Letween
pulilic ewnership and operntlon and
private ownerehilp and operation under
public regulation. Publle regulation
of privutely owned and operated pub-
lic utilities, 12 sueh regulation Is sue-
cessful, ourihil Llo obviate tha prinei-
pil abuses which have developed in
thue past from the uncontrolled private
ownership  and  operation of publio
utilities, If  public owneraliip and
eperation on u vast senle Is under-
tiken, what is to be the safegunrd
acuinst the social and pollitical dan-

| mere which have been polnted out, If

these prove to be in fact as greal as
they appear to bhe?™

l Death Hook of the Air

It has long been noted that as BOOL
ns an Inventlon of any kind whieh
le 1 menace uppears, a counter inven-
tlon appears, savs the Technleal World.
If some more lmpregnable device for
A fortress ls discovercd, ut once 1L
neavler means of assaule g found.

Greater battleships are confronted by .

heavier guns, and In this war the heavy
guns of Germany hnve wreeked per-
manent  fortilentions, while thern Is
rumor of still heavler guns that will
render Dreandnoughts of no account.,
S0 the horvors of the Zeppelin dirlgi-
Iles secem now to have encountered an
invention that will put them out or
action and end their apparently lrre-
slstible bomb-dropping, It is an dAmer-
lean invention, that of Joseph A, Steln-
metz, president of the Aero Club of
Philadelphila, It s a destroyver of aiy
eraft, said to be farther reaching than
any bamb-dropplng  device or nerial
gun invented. It bears the same rely-
tion that the torpedo destroyer doces

| Lo & navy.

An  acroplane  cannot

carry the
explosive that

a dirigible

metx deviee I8 to destroy dirigible, as
Well as slower acreplanes, for it s to
be mounted on the swiftest of planes.
It is a bomb swith contnet  devices.
hooks springing out on all 'sides,

It i let down by nr slender wire from
the aeroplune, which swiftly mounts
ihove the slower dirigible.  When the
Intter comes In contact with the wire
this draws up until the hooks of the
bambs, llke the tentacles of o spider,
become attached, and the explosion fol-
lows, The apparutus is slmple and s
charucterlzed as one of the most Ler-
rible of death-dealing devices.—Teol -
nleal World, |

Origin of Onyx

When waters charged with earbo-
nate of ealcium derived from the llme-
atone are allowed Lo evaporate they
deposit their load In the form of sinter,
or tufa, This process cun he observed
at mnny  thermal  and “petrifylng'
springs and also in the fermation of
stalactites and stalagmlites In lime-
stone caverns. In this way large
masses  of ‘corhipact  earbonale arc

formed, soma of them of great beauty. -

'he so-called “onyx marbles,” of whioh
the Mexican "onyx" {8 a famillar ex-
ample, are formed in this way. Some
rock of this class Is stalagmitie, {n
caverns, and some of it Is formed by
springs, 1ts variations in color andg

‘texture, to which its ornamental char-

acter la largely due, are commonly
produced by Impurltiea or inclusions,
such as oxlde of iron, or even mud and

clay.
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